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Information for Muslim and Arab American Communities in Utah 
WHAT TO DO IF THE FBI CONTACT YOU FOR QUESTIONING 

 
During the summer of 2004, the FBI announced plans to launch a new round of dragnet-like interviews in 
Arab and Muslim communities nationwide. This latest effort appears to be a resurrection of a similar 
program attempted in 2001 and 2002, in which the FBI questioned more than 8,000 Muslim and Arab 
men. The questioning did not yield a single arrest of a suspected terrorist. 
 

This bulletin informs you how to respond when the FBI, INS/BCIS, or police contact you for questioning. 
This information is potentially important to all Muslims and Arabs.  
 

• If the FBI or police contact you to ask questions, you have the right to have a lawyer present.  It 
is your right and your choice whether you get a lawyer. An attorney is a legal witness who will 
protect your rights.  If you are a non-citizen, it is more important that you have a lawyer. 

 

• If an FBI agent or police officer asks to speak to you, and you would prefer to have a lawyer, tell 
him or her that you want to consult with that lawyer first.  Write down the name, agency and 
telephone number of the person who calls or visits you.  Tell them that your attorney will contact 
them soon. 

 

• ANY information you give to an officer without an attorney, even if it seems harmless, can be 
used against you or someone else.  Lying to an officer is a crime.  Remaining silent is NOT a 
crime. 

 

• You are NOT required to allow the officer into your home or office without a warrant.  Ask to see 
the warrant.  If the officer refuses to show you a warrant, do not stop him if he forces his way 
into your home or office.  Tell the officer that he does not have your permission to enter. 

 

• If the officer says that he has a warrant for your arrest, you have a right to see the warrant.  You 
must go with the officer, BUT YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS UNTIL YOU 
CONSULT AN ATTORNEY. 

 

• If you are detained, you should ask for an attorney and remain silent.  If you are detained in an 
immigration detention center, ask for contact information for attorneys. 

 

• Keep a copy of all immigration documentation in a safe place where a trusted friend or family 
member can access it and send it to you if need be. 

 

For legal assistance please call: 
 
Hakeem Ishola, 269-9541  Lynn C. Donaldson, 220-0700    Marlene F. Gonzales, 231-0152 
Sharrieff Shah, 536-6680  Candice A. Johnson, 532-5297  Utah Bar Association, 
Robert A Eder, Sr. 860-3337 Richard P. Mauro, 363-9500  Charles Stewart, Pro Bono Director,  
D. Gilbert Athay, 363-7074  Mark R. Moffat, 532-5297   531-9077 ext. 7049  
James C. Bradshaw, 532-5297 Michael R. Sikora, 364-1333  Catholic Community Services, 
Kenneth R. Brown, 532-5297 Ann Marie Taliaferro, 532-5297  Attorney, Sister Kathleen Moroney,  
Loni F. Deland, 364-1333  Ronald J. Yengich, 355-0320  428-1256 ext. 38     
             

 
If you would like to receive a more detailed brochure entitled “What to do if you’re stopped by the Police, FBI, INS or 
Customs Service,” or if you feel your civil rights have been violated, please contact the ACLU of Utah at (801) 521-

9289, aclu@xmission.com or visit our web page at www.acluutah.org 
 


