
 

 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF UTAH FOUNDATION, INC. 
355 NORTH 300 WEST, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84103 
(801) 521-9862 PHONE • (801) 532-2850 FAX    
 ACLU@ACLUUTAH.ORG •  WWW.ACLUUTAH.ORG 

 
 

 
 

PRESS ADVISORY 
 

ACLU of Utah Organizes Online Students’ 
Rights Training Workshop on March 12 

 
March 8, 2017 
 
Ahead of next Wednesday’s planned walk-outs at high schools across Utah and the 
nation, the ACLU of Utah is organizing a special training workshop for students and their 
allies on Monday, March 12, at 4pm MT. 
 
This will be a Utah-specific discussion of students' rights led by ACLU of Utah staff 
attorney Leah Farrell, along with more than dozen student leaders from local high schools. 
 
The workshop will be broadcast on Facebook Live starting at 4pm MT.    
 
"Many students incorrectly assume that they 'shed their constitutional rights to freedom of 
speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate,'” said Brittney Nystrom, Executive Director 
of the ACLU of Utah. “But the reality is that students have broad latitude to exercise their 



 

First Amendment rights in school and in the public square, and our organization is glad to 
spread knowledge of civil liberties and encourage civic engagement." 
 

Questions to be addressed during the seminar include;  
-Can students be suspended for unexcused absences from school?  
-Do students have the right to right to speak out or hand out flyers and petitions 
during school hours? 
-What constitutes "disrupting the functioning of the school?” 
-Can students be punished more severely for speech that the administration 
disagrees with?  

 
Students' Rights: Speech, Walkouts, and Other Protests 
An interactive workshop by the ACLU of Utah on Facebook Live 
Monday, March 12, 2018 
Time: 4-5 p.m. MT 
Organizer: ACLU of Utah 
Learn more here: https://www.facebook.com/events/1165024590295087       
Watch here: https://www.facebook.com/pg/aclu.utah/videos       
 
Overview: 
A special live-stream presentation of “Know Your Rights” training with ACLU of Utah 
staff attorney, Leah Farrell, and a dozen student activists from local Utah high 
schools. This is your chance to brush up on students' rights in school and in the 
public square... and ask questions to ACLU staff and students leaders from around 
the state. 
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