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ORGANIZATIONAL INFORMATION
An overview of our organization and the resources that enable us to pursue this 
mission. Those resources include our staff, board members and legal panel 
members who truly are the driving motor of the organization, as well as our financial 
resources (and related expenditures). 

LEGAL ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2012-2013
The ACLU of Utah maintains a robust legal program, with a full-time Legal Director 
and a full-time staff attorney working in partnership with a committed team of 
cooperating attorneys throughout the state, and even nationwide. 
Included in this Annual Report are several news articles about legal challenges and 
victories from the latter half of 2012 and throughout 2013. 

POLICY ADVOCACY HIGHLIGHTS 
Led by our Legislative & Policy Counsel, the ACLU of Utah keeps a high profile both 
at the State Capital during the Legislative Session, and around the state in various 
districts working with elected officials throughout the year. Included in this Annual 
Report are several news highlights of various policy advocacy campaigns undertaken 
by the ACLU of Utah, often in partnership with the national ACLU office as part of 
coordinated nationwide efforts.  

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH HIGHLIGHTS 
As part of our integrated advocacy approach to defending and expanding civil 
liberties, the ACLU of Utah also seeks to educate and empower the general public 
about individual rights and various civil liberties issues. To that end, we collaborate 
often with community partners, government agencies and educational institutions to 
offer film screenings, panel discussions, trainings, and other opportunities. Included 
in this Annual Report are some of our promotional fliers and announcements, to 
given an idea of the educational and outreach work we undertook in the past year. 

HOW TO FIND OUT MORE
Keep up with all of our latest work online:

•	 at our website - WWW.ACLUUTAH.ORG

•	 on Facebook - “like” Aclu Utah

•	 on Twitter - @acluutah

Or join us at one of our annual community events:

•	 in May at the Bill of Rights Breakfast Celebration

•	 in August at the Open House & Membership Meeting
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Financial Information
FISCAL YEAR 2013 
(April 1, 2012 - March 31, 2013)

Support and Revenue (FY13 Total $773,950) 

Contributions and Grants (49%) 

National ACLU Support (34%) 

Court Awarded Fees (3%) 

Event Revenue (11%) 

Other (4%) 

Expenses (FY13 Total $784,227) 

Program Services: Legal and 
Advocacy (47%) 

Program Services: Public 
Education and Outreach (37%) 

Support Services: Management & 
General (9%) 

Support Services: Events & 
Fundraising (7%) 



The ACLU of Utah litigates and provides 
amicus assistance in a variety of cases 
each year and resolves many more issues 
outside of the courtroom. Due to the 
dedication and generosity of our volunteer 
cooperating attorneys, the attentiveness 
of our staff, and the support of our 
members and contributors, we have an 
active legal presence in Utah.

Of course, the ACLU of Utah always 
seeks to address civil liberties problems, 
when possible, without having to rely 
on litigation. Our legal team regularly 
intervenes through letters, phone calls 
and collaborative efforts to resolve 
reported grievances outside of court.

Following this introduction you will 
find several media highlights since 
last November, including important 
legal victories on behalf of the First 
Amendment, Equal Treatment and 
Protection and the Eight Amendment. 

Among our exciting recent achievements: 

• Our successful defense of Seth Dame, 
a Utah County youth who was pulled over 
and cited after flipping off a police office . 

Seth was merely a passenger in the car 
that was pulled over after he made his 

gesture at the officer. All the occupants 
were removed from the car and 
questioned. The judge agreed with the 
ACLU of Utah’s argument that the citation 
constituted a violation of Seth’s right 
to express - however offensively - his 
personal views about law enforcement. 

• Our victory against Brigham City on 
behalf of the Main Street Church of 
Brigham City, whose members were 
unlawfully prevented from distributing 
religious leaflets near the new LDS 
Temple during its month-long open 
house. 

The city eventually settled and agreed to 
amend its unconstitutional “free speech 
zone” ordinance, so other groups would 
not similarly be prevented from engaging 
in lawful First Amendment activity. 

• The Utah Supreme Court threw 
out Weber County’s so-called “gang 
injunction,” a controversial and 
unconstitutional law enforcement 
tactic that targeted hundreds of Ogden 
residents without offering due process. 

After multiple legal challenges, the ACLU 
of Utah finally scored a significant victory 
when the Court vacated the injunction, 
agreeing with our lawyers, who argued 

CORE STRATEGY:

ACLU of Utah Legal Director John Mejia (far right, 
in suit), chats with community partners from the 
Salt Lake County Office of Diversity Affairs at the 
2013 Bill of Rights Breakfast Celebration in May. 

that individuals targeted by the injunction 
were not given proper notice and 
sufficient due process to challenge their 
inclusion in the sweeping injunction. 

Additional legal milestones from the past 
year include: 

• Development of a class-action lawsuit 
in response to a “gang sweep” at West 
High School...

• Ensuring the return of “In Our Mothers’ 
House” to library shelves in Davis County 
School District...

• A final hearing in our legal challenge to 
HB 497, Utah’s Arizona-style “Show Me 
Your Papers” law...

• A legal victory on behalf of youth 
activists with iMatter, who sought but 
were unable to afford a permit for a 
protest march down State Street...

...and many more! 

Read on for additional stories, and keep 
up-to-date by visiting www.acluutah.org.
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The decisions made by local, state, 
and federal lawmakers have a lasting 
impact on our communities. As new 
laws are created and others repealed 
and rewritten, the ACLU of Utah 
works to ensure that these changes 
strengthen, rather than compromise, our 
constitutional rights.

Because it is important to challenge 
unconsitutional proposals before they 
become laws and official policies, the 
ACLU of Utah is committed to maintaining 
a full-time presence during the 
Legislative Session. Our legislative and 
legal staff work together closely to review 
proposed laws, regulations and policies 
for constitutional issues. The ACLU of 
Utah also advises and advocates on a 
variety of issues in other policy settings - 
with elected officials at the city and county 
levels, and with administrative agencies 
that create policies that impact Utahns 
civil liberties. 

We are called upon to investigate, advise 
upon and advocate for a variety of the 
most pressing civil liberties issues. Here 
are a few high profile issues in which we 
were engaged this year: 

• In response to a flood of reports about 
no-knock raids, law enforcement use of 

deadly force, and the increasing use of 
SWAT-style tactics, the national ACLU 
initiated a nationwide records request 
about police militarization. 

The ACLU of Utah participated in this 
massive information-gathering effort, 
requesting records from law enforcement 
agencies throughout the state. The 
national report, as well as the Utah-
specific report, will be available in 2014. 

In addition, the ACLU of Utah worked hard 
to draw attention to law enforcement 
surveillance of the public, through license 
plate scanners and possible future use of 
military drone technology. 

• Edward Snowden’s dramatic leaks of 
information about NSA spying programs 
drew renewed attention to - and worry 
about - the enormous NSA Data Center in 
Bluffdale, Utah.

Our office fielded calls from journalists 
around the nation and even around the 
world when the story broke, and since 
then we have been working with our 
national ACLU staff, as well as local 
elected officials, to investigate different 
opportunities for legislative oversight. 
Ben Wizner, Director of the ACLU’s 
National Speech, Privacy and Technology 

CORE STRATEGY:

Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck (D-Salt Lake), member of the ACLU of 
Utah  Board of Directors, addresses a packed room at the Citizen 

Lobby Training hosted in January 2013 by the ACLU of Utah and 
multiple partner community organizations. 

Project visited Utah, as well, to talk to 
local policymakers and ACLU supporters 
about the implications of the NSA leaks.  

•What appeared to be a promising 
year for Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform (CIR) yielded to stalled talks and 
deadlock in Congress by the end of the 
year, with little promise for relief for 
undocumented immigrants living and 
working in the United States. 

Along with other state ACLU affiliates, 
our Utah-based team reached out to 
the state’s delegation to the federal 
government to encourage Utah’s 
representatives and senators to keep 
the momentum behind CIR. We also 
mobilized our members and community 
partners to attend in-district meetings 
with our federal elected officials, to keep 
a spotlight on the pressing need for 
immigration reform. 

Read on for additional stories, and keep 
up-to-date by visiting www.acluutah.org.

policy & legislative work



Public education and community 
outreach comprise one of the critical 
spokes of the ACLU’s integrated advocacy 
approach. By informing the public about 
the pressing civil liberties issues of our 
times, the ACLU hopes to contribute to 
the development of an educated, informed 
and empowered population - which 
is critical to restraining the power of 
government.

The audience for our public education 
efforts are many and diverse: 

• THE GENERAL PUBLIC, to increase 
general awareness of and respect for 
their own constitutional rights - as well as 
for those of others; 

• RESPECTIVE MINORITY GROUPS 
specifically targeted by civil liberties-
threatening actions (for example, in 
this current political moment, Muslim-
Americans, and Latino immigrants 
regardless of immigration status); 

• ELECTED OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC 
SERVANTS who are meant to be 
protectors of the people’s rights; and 

• THOSE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
who are particularly supportive of civil 
liberties issues, so that they might also be 

engaged as advocates and allies. 

There is never a shortage of ACLU issues 
about which the public, policymakers and 
ACLU members want to learn more. In 
order to meet this demand, we work with 
a variety of community partners to provide 
informative, insightful and thoughtful 
opportunities to examine complex civil 
liberties issues. For example, some of our 
key outreach events in 2013 included:

• The Annual Civil Liberties Forum 
at Weber State University, a regular 
collaboration with WSU’s American 
Democracy Project; this year’s forum 
focused on the topic of the “School-to-
Prison Pipeline.”

Now in its third year, the Civil Liberties 
Forum provides students, faculty, 
staff and members of the surrounding 
community with an opportunity to hear 
from local and national experts on 
relevant civil liberties issues. For the 
panel discussion on the School-to-Prison 
Pipeline, ACLU of Utah Legal Director 
John Mejia was joined by several other 
local leaders on the topic to discuss the 
disproportionate disciplinary measures 
exacted against students of color in Utah’s 
public schools. 

CORE STRATEGY:

Summer intern Adam Sachs chats with donor Claire Coonan at the 
ACLU of Utah’s Annual Open House and Membership Meeting.

• Sandra Park, a Senior Staff Attorney 
with the ACLU’s Women’s Rights Project, 
visited Utah to share her experiences as 
co-counsel on the groundbreaking gene 
patent case brought by the ACLU before 
the Supreme Court during the 2012-13 
term. Named in the lawsuit were the 
University of Utah and Myriad Genetics, 
a Utah-based company, which share 
the patents for several gene mutations 
known to cause breast and ovarian 
cancer.

Sandra Park headlined a lecture event 
at the University of Utah’s S.J. Quinney 
College of Law, co-sponsored by 
the College of Nursing, in which she 
discussed the ACLU’s representation of 
twenty medical organizations, geneticists, 
and patients in the case, which resulted 
in a unanimous victory for the ACLU. 
She also spoke to a group of influential 
community and industry leaders - all 
women - about the implications of the 
ruling for women’s health. 

Read on for additional stories, and keep 
up-to-date by visiting www.acluutah.org.
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